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INTRODUCTION RESULTS CONCLUSION

* Nearly half of all suicide deaths in the United States and approximately » BPD score from NOK reports predicted increased suicide risk compared to PS controls (OR [95% » Contrary to our hypothesis, family reports of unsecured storage
two-thirds of all suicide deaths in the military involve firearms. Cl] 1.3 [1.1,1.6]; x210.14, p = 0.0015) after adjusting for covariates including a history of a lifetime practices, impulsivity, and anger were not significant predictors of

- Previous research has shown firearm storage practices to be associated mental health disorder diagnoses from the military medical record (OR [95% Cl] 4.1 [1.7, 9.8]; x2 suicide death.
with suicide risk among US Army soldiers.2 Furthermore, symptoms of 9.84, p = 0.0017). Impulsivity, anger, and unsecured firearm storage practices were not significant * Reports of BPD symptoms significantly predicted suicide death, even
borderline personality disorder (BPD), especially impulsivity, were found in multivariable analysis. after controlling for lifetime history of mental disorders..
to increase risk for suicide.? _ S— . « A limitation of the study is the relatively small sample size, limiting our

* The purpose of this project is to examine the relationship between family- power to detect smaller effects or to test for interactions.

reported firearm storage practices, personality characteristics, and suicide
risk among U.S. Army soldiers.

» Future research may explore the effectiveness of early identification of
BPD traits and interventions on suicide death in US Army soldiers.
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METHODS

* Reports from interviews of next-of-kin (NOK) were obtained from the
Soldier Health Outcomes Study (SHOS-B), a case-control psychological
autopsy study comparing suicide decedents (U.S. Army soldiers who
died by suicide while on active duty; n = 135) to two control types:
propensity-matched controls (PS; n = 128) and Army soldiers reporting
suicidal ideation in the past year (n = 108).
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